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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

With respect to claims 1 and 6, and therefore claims 2-5 and 7-23 which depend 
therefrom, claims 1 and 6 recite "impermeable". However, it is not clear what this term means, 
as materials differ in their impermeability or relatively impermeability to different fluids, 
solvents, particulates, and so forth. Furthermore, impermeability may also refer to radiation or 
sound waves, i.e., acoustics. As such, the metes and bounds of the claims are unclear. 

Regarding claims 2-5, 30 and 31, the phrases "preferably" or "more preferably" render 
the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim 5 recites a trademark, "Plexiglas™". However, the trademark name is used in a 
claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or product, and as such the claim 
does not comply with the requirements of the 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. See MPEP 
§2173.05(u). 

Claims 6 and 10, and therefore claims 7-9 and 1 1-23 that depend therefrom, recite the 
phrase "a predetermined distance". However, it is unclear how a "predetermined" distance 
differs from any other distance. Whether or not the distance was preconceived by the 
practitioner or arrived at by trial-and-error, for example, the distance is the same. As such, the 
meaning of the limitation is not clear, and the metes and bounds of the claims are indefinite. 
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Claims 8-10, 24, 27, and therefore 11-13, 25 and 26 that depend therefrom, recite 
"substantially". However, this term is not defined in either the specification or the prior art to be 
of sufficiently precise meaning in the contexts employed in the instant claims. As such, the 
metes and bounds of the claims are unclear. 

Claims 16-18 recite "suitable". However, the mere, unqualified term "suitable" has no 
meaning, because it is not made clear for what the referenced component is suited. 

Regarding claim 17, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim 18 recites "suitable means", referring back to the claim from which it depends, 
written as claim 7. However, claim 7 lacks antecedent basis for this phrase. It would appear that 
claim 17 was intended. 

Claim 21 recites "said fluid distributor mesh". However, in the claim from which it 
depends, 20, there are actually two fluid distributor meshes recited, going back to claim 19. As 
such, the actual antecedent basis for the recitation in claim 21 is unclear, i.e., unclear which one 
is being referenced. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Ketter whose telephone number is 571-272-0770. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Low can be reached on 571-272-0951. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JSK 

14 April 2009 

/James S. Ketter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1636 



